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Tree Canopy: The area projected to be directly beneath the crown and within the dripline of a given tree species after a 
10-year or 20-year growing period that is counted to fulfill canopy requirements.  

Tree Cover: The area directly beneath the crown and within the dripline of a given tree species or forested areas. 

Tree, Deciduous: Trees and shrubs that shed their leaves annually, usually in autumn. 

Tree, Evergreen: A non-deciduous tree, often used for the purposes of screening, weather barrier, or accent planting. 
Acceptable species are provided in the Facilities Standards Manual. 

Tree, Large Deciduous: A deciduous tree, usually single trunked, which typically attains a mature height of at least 30 
feet. Acceptable species are provided in the Facilities Standards Manual. 

Tree, Small Deciduous: A deciduous tree which does not typically attain a mature height of greater than 30 feet. 
Acceptable species are provided in the Facilities Standards Manual. 

U 
  
Undisturbed Grade: The grade and elevation of land prior to excavation, filling, or grading. 

University: See "College or University". 

Unmet Housing Needs Unit (UHNU): A dwelling unit for rent or for sale that is regulated pursuant to Section 9.02. 

Unmet Housing Needs Unit (UHNU) Program: The UHNU Program governs the provision and administration 
of UHNUs. The UHNU Program is implemented pursuant to Section 9.02, and applicable sections of Chapter 1450 of 
the Codified Ordinances of Loudoun County. 

Urban Deck: A platform for landscaped greens or engineered to accommodate buildings, which spans over major 
roadways. The intent of an urban deck is to create and enable pedestrian movement across an otherwise, typically 
impenetrable barrier, and to provide space for activity that can link both sides of the roadway. 

Urban Forester: See "Arborist or Urban Forester". 

Urban Growth Area: Any area within the County that is currently served with public water and sewer or that is planned 
to be served with public water and sewer at some time within the timeframe of the Comprehensive Plan. 

Use, Accessory: A use of a building, lot, or portion thereof, which is customarily incidental and subordinate to the 
principal use of the building or lot. 

Use, Commercial: Any wholesale, retail, or service business activity established to carry on trade for a profit. 

Use, Nonresidential: A principal use that is not listed under the Residential use classification of the use tables in Chapter 
3 of this Zoning Ordinance. 

Use, Principal: The primary use and chief purpose for which a lot or the main building thereon is designed, arranged, or 
intended and for which it is or may be used, occupied, or maintained. 

Use, Residential: A use that is listed under the Household Living and Group Living use categories in the Residential use 
classification of the use tables in Chapter 3 of this Zoning Ordinance. 

Use, Temporary: A use of land limited in both duration and the number of annual occurrences, excluding uses and events 
customarily associated with the principal land use (e.g., weddings at a church, sporting events at a stadium).    
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Table C-1. Guide to Flexible Regulations 

Regulation 

Determination 
(Section 
10.02) 

Administrative 
Modification 

(Section 
10.03) 

Legislative 
Modification 

(Section 
10.10.04.C) 

Special 
Exception 

(Section 
10.11.01) 

Minor 
Special 

Exception 

(Section 
10.11.02) 

Other 
Procedure 
(reference 
provided) 

TABLE NOTES: 
1 See Section 2.04.03.05.M.2. 
12 Unless otherwise specified. 
3 Or by written consent of adjacent property owner. See Section 7.04.08. 
4 See Section 5.09.05.06.B. 
5 See Section 7.04.08. 
2 Special Exception for Parking Adjustment pursuant to Section 10.11.05 when not concurrent with another legislative application. 
6 Planning Commission waiver. 
3 Sign Development Plan pursuant to Section 10.11.04 when not concurrent with another legislative application. 
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